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The Lynx Quarterly  

 

 

 

Welcome to the third edition of the ISL Lynx Quarterly!  This newsletter is published each 

quarter to highlight events, activities and programs that occur at ISL throughout the year. 

We have made some slight changes in the layout of the newsletter - on the first page for 

your convenience we have placed a table of contents, so you can see all the topics included 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÖÕɯÖÕÌɯ×ÈÎÌȭɯ(2+ɀÚɯ&ÜÐËÐÕÎɯ2ÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÌÝÌÙàɯ

time on the first page of the newsletter - this time we remind our community about our 

values.  
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By Dr. George Robinson                

Interim Director  

Director's message 
 

Welcome to the Third edition of the Lynx Newsletter. We hope that the 

information in this edition will be of interest to our community members, 

as we strive to keep everyone up to date on the many activities occurring 

throughout our school.  
 

I am pleased to have joined ISL on March 20th as Interim Director and 

have enjoyed having the opportunity to meet many of our students and 

parents as well as getting to know members of the ISL staff. I have had 

the opportunity to introduce myself at the AGM and PTO mee tings held in the past couple 

weeks. I thought that it would be good to take this opportunity to let everyone know some 

basic information about my background. I come from a family of teachers and have spent 

my life committed to the education of students bo th in the United States and in English 

language international schools. My initial university degree was in mathematics and after 

graduation spent the first years of my career as a Middle School and High School math 

teacher, first in Topeka, Kansas and then in Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia. Having completed 

Ôàɯ,ÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ#ÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÈËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ(ɯÏÌÓËɯÔàɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÈɯ*-9 Principal 

while working for Aramco Schools in Saudi Arabia. After completing my Doctorate in 

Educational Leadership, I moved to K uala Lumpur as Middle School Principal and then 

High School Principal for ISKL. My first head of school position was at the Rabat American 

School in Morocco. My final position before my retirement was as Superintendent of the 

American Community School of A bu Dhabi. Following my retirement in 2011, I continued 

to be involved with international schools through heading accreditation teams and doing 

consulting work. During the 2013 -2014 school year I served as Interim MS Principal for the 

American International  School of Johannesburg. My wife Sandy has accompanied me as an 

English/Language Arts teacher. She has also served in various administrative staff positions 

in some of the schools. We have two children who are both international educators. Our 

daughter is MS Principal for United World College in Singapore and our son is a 

Technology Teacher for Aramco Schools in Saudi Arabia.  
 

My first few weeks have been very busy, as I have been getting up to speed with ISL policies 

and practices, getting to know ISL staff, students and parents and working with the ISL 

Council as they focus on the ongoing governance of ISL. My first impressions of ISL have 

been very positive and, while we have areas for growth, our school has a very strong base 

from which to launch improv ÌÔÌÕÛɯÌÍÍÖÙÛÚȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ3ÌÈÔɀÚɯÌÍÍÖÙÛÚɯ

for the next few weeks will be ensuring that all aspects of ISL school operations go smoothly 

for a positive finish of the school year, we will also be laying the groundwork for the major 

change in leadership we will have over the summer.  
 

I have worked with the Council and our Leadership Team to identify the areas that are 

beyond normal school operations and will require major effort during the final quarter of 

the school year and during the 2017-18 school year. The major tasks ahead of us are 

finalizing the process for our building extension and beginning construction, development 

of a Council Policy Manual that embodies ISL policies that are found throughout various 

documents and handbooks and developing policies for the governance of ISL where such 

policies are missing, development of a comprehensive strategic plan to guide ISL over the 

coming years, and finally completion of the accreditation process for our three accrediting 
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By David Callaway               

Deputy Director /  

ES principal  

agencies, CIS, NEASC and IB.  As strategic planning and accreditation will be huge tasks 

next year, making progress on policy development the remainder of this school year is very 

important.  I will be here through the summer months and will be focusing a good deal of 

my attention on development of a draft of the Council Policy Manual.  
 

Finally, we are working in the coming weeks to lay the foundation for some significant 

changes in the structure of our extended leadership team and roles and responsibilities. 

With new adm inistrators in key roles and broadening the composition of our team of 

coordinators, ISL will be in an excellent position to take on the positive challenges of making 

our school the best it can be. 

 

Deputy  #ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌ 
 

When asked to write a piece for the Lynx, I was excited to think of the range 

of topics I could share with the community, but then I stopped and 

considered...what is the most useful article I could write for the parents? 

What have the parents most been asking questions about? ...so here it is: 
 

How to help your child succeed at school??? 
 

I want to keep this article simple, because I think it will be most helpful that 

way. I also believe that the world is changing and shorter articles such as the ones shared on 

social media seem to get the best response. Having experienced and worked in schools for the 

last 17 years, there are many things parents can do to support their child, but there are some 

which make more of a difference or are more applicable to more parents. Here are the 

highlights.  
 

1) Spend time with your child  

There is nothing more important to a child than their parents. Children learn from their 

parents, probably more that you have thought they actually do. They learn what things you 

value by how much time you spend doing them. For example if you are working o n a 

computer all the time when they are around do not be surprised if they also think being on a 

device all the time is normal. If you do not read with them they learn that reading is not worth 

spending time on. They also notice how much time you spend wit h them, and this can lead to 

issues of confidence later on.  
 

ƖȺɯ4ÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔ 

A great part of my job as Principal is explaining how our program works to parents. I usually 

have to explain this because there is confusion about something teachers are doing in class. 

Knowing what we do will really help your child. First of all, you can ask questions and show 

ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÌÓ×ɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÌɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËȭɯ2ÌÊÖÕËÓàȮɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ

progress and provide support  if needed. There are many ways to keep informed, but the 

easiest of these in Elementary School is by newsletters. In Middle School and High School 

academic progress is updated and available to parents on ManageBac. If nothing else, please 

remember one impÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÛÏÐÕÎȱȭɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɯËÖɯÈÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÙÖÔ 

many countries and like everything else, education is completely different from when you 

yourself were in school.   
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3) Attendance 

I know you hear this often, but that is because there is clear research data that shows absence 

from school more than 14 days a year leads to statistically clear downturn in a student's 

academic progress in their future.  

You should know that there is nothing that can substitute the presence of your child  at school. 

 ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÉÌɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯɁÊÈÛÊÏɯÜ×ɂɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯËÈàÚȭɯ ɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯËÈàɯ

ÐÚɯÍÐÓÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎȭɯ(ɯÈÔɯÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯɁÊÈÛÊÏɯÜ×ɂɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ

day/weeks work. Teachers will always work to suppor t your child whatever their level, but 

they cannot help when your child is not at school.  

There are times when your child is away from school for different reasons, please make sure 

to inform the school if this happens.  
 

4) Daily routines  

Take 30 seconds ÈÕËɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯËÈàȭɯ)ÜÚÛɯÓÐÒÌɯàÖÜȮɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɯÕÌÌËÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÙÌÚÛɯ

and relax. After being at school all day they should not spend more hours every day doing 

more study or sports practice. It will simply lead to fatigue and lack of energy at sc hool. 

Research also says your children should be going to bed between 8:00pm and 9:00pm 

depending on their age to get enough sleep. These routines, including when and what they eat 

affect their school day - ÐÍɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɯÐÚɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÐÕÎɯËÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÕÒ through some of these 

daily routines and how they may be affecting your child.  
 

5) Talk to us  

Education is a partnership. Success requires communication between the school, parents and 

students as we have shared above. If you have a question, the earlier you ask it, the quicker 

we can help you. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

How many times when we were in school did the question cross our mind, 

why is this important?  Why do students need to learn how to solve linear 

equations?  Why do students need to know about historical events?  Why are 

we analyzing To Kill a Mockingbird?   
 

Twenty years ago, the focus of learning was on memorizing facts, formulas, 

and historical dates.  We had to memorize a classical poem or well-known 

soliloquy to recite in front of the class for a grade.  We turned out OK, right?  While the 

approach to tÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÛÞÌÕÛàɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖɯÞÖÙÒÌËȮɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯ

age- - the 21st century.   
 

In education, 21st century learner has become a buzzword but what does it actually mean?   

21st century skills refer to the skills necessary to be compeÛÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖÔÖÙÙÖÞɀÚɯ

workplace.  The skills include collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem 

solving (Rich, 2010).  Education has evolved due to brain research and the demands the 

modern, global world requires.  With the ac cessibility of information being made available at 

exponential rates students must learn how to process, organize, and use information in 

multiple subject areas and for different purposes.  This is why the traditional approach to 

By Elizabeth Phillips               

MYP Coordinator  
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teaching and learning of memorizing formulas, dates, and content facts is no longer 

acceptable.   
 

The fact that the world is a very different place than several years ago is evident, so how does 

this connect to the IB Middle Years Program?  The MYP requires that teachers design units of 

instruction around a key concept - a universal, timeless, broad idea such as change, systems, 

community, culture, or relationships.  When students learn conceptually, they develop 

enduring understanding, realizing that the concepts are not applicabl e in only History but 

also Science or even Design (Wiggins & McTighe, 1998).   

 

Five Ways to Encourage Independence in Your High School 

Student  
 

Problem-solving and independent thinking are highly 

valued by universities once students graduate from 

High School.  Higher -level thinking skills are the most 

important kinds of skills that are assessed in the 

Diploma Program, which is why students often have 

the chance to exercise choice in solving open-ended 

problems.  How can you develop and support the 

growth of these skills in your student at home?  
 

1. Allow open communication , where you demonstrate your thinking and encourage 

your student to share their views and thoughts.  As you talk about what factors go into 

family decisions around the dinner table, for example, it allows your student to have a 

much deeper understanding as to the kinds of responsibilities they will face as adults.  

2. Encourage your student to take ownership of their learning . If they have a problem 

in class, remind them to make an appointment to conference with their teacher.  If the 

problem persists, ask them to communicate with their advisor or with the Principal.  

Encourage your student to advocate clearly for themselves, so that they can solve 

problems without your help and make their needs known.  

3. Encourage brainstorming  and out-of-the-box thinking.  Having family meetings 

where you discuss ways to improve home life or solve challenges can be a great way to 

harness thinking and improve communication. Your student needs to learn how to 

generate ideas and solutions. 

4. Ask your student about Creativity Action Service (CAS) , especially community 

service.  Students in Grades 11 & 12 need to show initiative in designing projects and 

getting them off the ground.  Your support is invaluable, as you brainstorm ideas 

together.  Everyone needs space to bounce ideas around and the confidence to make 

them happen.  

5. Ask open -ended questions.   Too often, we ask our children questions that allow one -

word an swers.  Or we seek to give them answers.  Try to invite communication with 

open-ÌÕËÌËɯÚÌÕÛÌÕÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÞÐÛÏɯɁ3ÌÓÓɯÔÌɯÈÉÖÜÛȱɂɯÖÙɯÖ×ÌÕ-ended questions like 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÚɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯËÈàȳɂɯ$ÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌɯàÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯ

their feelings and thoughts. 

Our goal is to cooperate with parents in order to ensure that all through High School, our 

young adults learn the skills they need to function as independent and dynamic world -

changers.   

By Sarah Bevel        

HS Principal / IBDP 

Coordinator  
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Council News  
  
One of the most important events in the last couple of months was the 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the end of March held by the ISL Council.  

Besides the AGM, ISL Council has held 13 meetings during the 2016 year. In 

addition  to the full Council monthly meetings, the Council has 5 working 

committees: 

 - Finance Committee  

 - Strategic Planning & Marketing Committee  

 - Building and Grounds Committee 

     - Policy Committee 

     - Director Search Committee 
 

Here is a short summary of Council work for the last couple month:  
 

Director Search Process 

The Director Search Process is completed and the ISL Council announces the new ISL director 

- Mr. Eric Larson. He will start his duty this summer.  

Mr. Eric Larson has had an extensive experience as Director of 

several international schools. His experience in leading major 

building projects, strategic planning and accreditation with our 

three accrediting agencies, CIS, NEASC & IB, will be invaluable to 

ISL as we undertake these challenges and opportunities next 

school year. 

Dr. George Robinson will remain as the school director and 

together with the Council and the ISL Leadership Team will be 

working with Mr. Larson to ensure that his transition into his 

new role is smooth and positive. W e look forward to welcoming 

Mr. Larson and his wife to the ISL community.  
 

Building Extension Project  

In 2015/2016 school year sketch project for ISL extension was developed and presented. In 

September 2016 work on the technical project of the building commenced and the project was 

delivered on April 2017.  

Potential building companies were selected in March and invitations to participate in the 

tender procedure were sent. ISL is waiting for participants to submit their offers in April to 

decide on the building company ISL will be working with on realization of ISL Extension 

Project and spatial planning starting the summer 2017.  

The project will be financed by ISL funds accumulated through years as well as additional 

ÉÈÕÒɯÓÖÈÕɯÍÙÖÔɯ ɤ2ɯɁ"ÐÛÈËÌÓÌɯÉÈÕÒɂȭ 

The building process will have some impact on the learning process and school calendars for 

2017/2018 and 2018/2019 school years. ISL management will do its best to reduce the impact to 

the minimum.  

The ISL parking lot will be expanded adding 30 additional par king spaces through the 

summer of 2017. 

The plans of the new extension are at display in the Media Center. Please feel free to go and 

have a look!  
 

 

By Hardija Vaivade         

Council Chairperson  
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Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

ISL Council would like to say "Thank you" to those parents who participated in the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM), but unfortunately this was the first time in ISL history when the 

ØÜÖÙÜÔɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÈÊÏÌËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƕƚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯɁ(ÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÖÍɯ+ÈÛÝÐÈɂɯÊÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÊalled in 5 days and with 8 

association members present the Annual Report was approved. However, the Council would 

ÓÐÒÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÙÌÔÐÕËɯ ÈÓÓɯ ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯ ȹÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȺɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÈÒÌɯ ÈÕɯ ÈÊÛÐÝÌɯ ×ÈÙÛɯ ÐÕɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ

education and to attend the two very important meeting s during the school year - the 

Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) at the beginning of the school year and the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) usually held in March. At these meetings Director, Leadership team 

and the Council report on work done and inform pa rents about future plans. 

 

Expedition: England  
 

In March, a group of students from Grade 11 traveled to 

London, England, to expand their studies of English 

language and literature.  
 

As part of the English A  ÜÕÐÛɯÖÕɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ2ÏÈÒÌÚ×ÌÈÙÌɀÚɯ

×ÓÈàɯ  ɯ ,ÐËÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ -ÐÎÏÛɀÚɯ #ÙÌÈÔȮɯ ÞÌɯ ÝÐÚÐÛÌËɯ

2ÏÈÒÌÚ×ÌÈÙÌɀÚɯ&ÓÖÉÌɯ3ÏÌÈÛÙÌȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÞÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯ

tour, tried on historically accurate costumes, and learned about life in 

2ÏÈÒÌÚ×ÌÈÙÌɀÚɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËȭɯ6ÌɯÛÏÌÕɯÏÈËɯÈɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ɯÞÐÛh an actor 

from the Globe, who took us through a series of acting exercises to help 

us better understand how the unusual structure of that theatre can affect 

movement and characterization. Later, we attended a modern adaptation of A Midsummer 

-ÐÎÏÛɀÚɯ#ÙÌÈÔ, staged in a pit of mud at the Young Vic Theatre. 
 

While there, we enjoyed a variety of other cultural activities, including a walking tour of sites 

ÍÙÖÔɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ$ÕÎÓÐÚÏɯ ɯÛÌßÛÚȮɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ.ÙÞÌÓÓɀÚɯƕƝƜƘȭɯ6ÌɯÝÐÌÞÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÈÛɯ

Sky Garden, observed penguin behavior (and reenacted scenes from Harry Potter) at the 

London Zoo, explored Camden Lock Market, and appreciated both ancient and modern art at 

the British Museum and the Tate Modern. Students from English B memorialized the 

experience by creating travel brochures to practice text types in their class. 
 

 
                          The whole group after watching A Midsummer                                  Anna, Aigul, Polina, Anastasia, and Liza  

-ÐÎÏÛɀÚɯ#ÙÌÈÔɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ8ÖÜÕÎɯ5ÐÊȭɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌɯ+ÖÕËÖÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƜƘɯÞÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÛÖÜÙ. 

 

 

 

By Amy Templer              

English Teacher  
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Middle School CEESA Band Trip   
 

Middle School CEESA Band is designed to take the best 

instrumental musicians from each participating school and 

put them together to rehearse and perform a final concert. 

David Martin and Beth Martin, our school music teachers, 

were able to confirm students to attend the festival in 

October of 2016.  The students chosen were: Keaton, Dhriti, Leonie, Hannah, 

Taavi, Justin (all from 8th grade), and Kamila (from 6th grade) .  Students 

were given part of the music in November.  They rehearsed a lot at home to be 

ready.  Students were given the rest of the music in December.  There were six pieces of music 

to learn! 
 

After winter break, students also rehearsed at school.  The pieces of music are at the hardest 

level for middle school.  It took a lot of preparation to be ready, both at school and at home. 
 

Students left at noon on Wednesday, February 1st for Budapest, Hungary.  We arrived that 

night and students met their host fami lies.  The next day, students spent the whole day 

rehearsing with everyone.  The other schools were from Budapest, Bucharest, Warsaw, 

Prague, and Moscow. 
 

 
 

That evening, we all had the opportunity to watch a concert.  The group was the Balkan Jazz 

Project.  They played so many different instruments.  
 

We spent all of the next day rehearsing as well.  We gave a mini concert to students at ISB 

(International School of Budapest).  The whole week was music week at ISB in honor of 

hosting the band students.  Students at the school were able to sign up and give performances 

in the hallways.  We also attended a pep rally for music. 
 

The last day was spent in a few last hours of rehearsal.  We then went sightseeing into 

town.  Students enjoyed seeing the castle, the views, and buying Starbucks drinks.  
 

Finally, we went back to school to change for the final concert.  Many students, parents, and 

teachers were in the audience.  Students performed incredibly well.   In 2018, MS CEESA band 

will travel to Moscow!  

 

By Beth Martin  

Music Teacher /  

PYP Coordinator  
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We have just completed our Spring MAP session.  We assess students two 

times a year, in the fall and spring. The purpose of these assessments is to gain 

additional information about our students, to look at both student readiness 

and progress throughout the year.  
 

We are also able to see comparison data across other international school in 

ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÎÐÝÌɯÜÚɯÈɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȮɯÈÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯ

are many factors that can impact scoring. For instance, we test all students, regardless of 

program, unless they are new to English. 
 

Please see the graphs below that show a comparison of the KG to grade 9 mean scores from 

ISL, and from the European Council of International Schools (ECIS) group of schools. Please 

note that kindergarten is denoted by 0.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Cody Alton  

Learning Support 

Coordinator/Teac

her 
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By Veronika Kozel               

EAL Coordinator  

International Francophone Day  
 

March 20, 2017 was the 'Journée internationale de la 

Francophonie.' It was an opportunity for the students to 

celebrate French and its importance globally.  
 

According to France Diplomatie, French is one of the few 

languages spoken over five continents and ranks as the sixth most common 

language in the world . French is also the official language in 29 countries worldwide. All of 

our ISL students who chose French as their foreign language enjoyed activities ranging from 

creating flags of French-speaking countries, to writing and performing skits or stories about la 

francophonie, from comparing expressions between different French communities, to 

researching and presenting about popular sports and athletes in different francophone 

countries. If you get a chance, come visit the Foreign Languages hallway to see the result of 

the various activities in a ppreciation of le français. 
 

 
 

Mother Tongue Survey Results 

 

Thanks to the excellent participation of our parent community in taking the 

Mother Tongue Survey sent out last month, we now have a good understanding 

ÖÍɯ ÏÖÞɯ ÉÌÚÛɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÙÖÊÌÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÚÊÏÌËÜÓÐÕÎɯ ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯ ÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕÛÖɯ ÕÌßÛɯ àÌÈÙɀÚɯ

curriculum.  Responses from 121 elementary school parents  came in, 

representing all grades Pre-4 through 5, and all language groups in proportion to 

their number among our school families.  Consistently, the more parents learned 

about the research on Mother Tongue Support programs in international schools, 

the more they reported agreeing with this approach.  Those who attended the information 

presentations expressed even more support than those in the surveys, and the surveys showed a 

majority preferring to delay additional foreign lang uage instruction (3rd language, in most cases) 

in order to strengthen academic abilities in both English and Mother Tongue simultaneously 

during the crucial early school years.  This should provide a stronger foundation for 

understanding content and buildi ng study skills going forward into later school years.  

There was significant interest also expressed in preserving opportunities for those who wish to 

begin French or other language instruction sooner, through use of ASA programs in the 

afternoons.  We are ÊÜÙÙÌÕÛÓàɯÈÛɯÞÖÙÒɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯ×ÓÈÕÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÕɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ 2 ɯ

offerings.  The response of so many members of our community has been both heartening and 

clarifying for us in EAL & Administration as we study how best to apply these educational best 

practices to our curriculum at ISL.  If you would like more information or would like to see the full 

range of data collected in the survey, please contact me and I will happily go through it with you.  

By Anh Nguyen  

French Teacher 
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By Greer Bevel              

College Counselor/    

HS History Teacher  

 

 

(ÛɀÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÉÜÚàɯØÜÈÙÛÌÙɯÐÕɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ"ÖÜÕÚÌÓÐÕÎȭɯ,ÈÕàɯ&ÙÈËÌɯƕƖɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÍÍÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÏÖÚÛÌËɯÛÞÖɯÔÐÕÐɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÍÈÐÙÚȭɯ 
 

Dutch University Consortium (DUC)  

Wednesday, March 29th  

European University Consortium (EUC)  

Wednesday, April 5th  

The DUC visited ISL for the first time. The following 4 

schools attended: 

Ɉɯ ÔÚÛÌÙËÈÔɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÖÍɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ!ÜÚÐÕÌÚÚ 

Ɉɯ ÔÚÛÌÙËÈÔɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯ ××ÓÐÌËɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌÚ 

Ɉɯ$ÙÈÚÔÜÚɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÖÍɯ$ÊÖÕÖÔÐÊÚȮɯ$ÙÈÚÔÜÚɯ   University 

Rotterdam 

ɈɯRotterdam Business School, Rotterdam University of 

Applied Sciences 

The EUC consists of: 

Ɉɯ!ÖÊÊÖÕÐɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯȹ,ÐÓÈÕȺ 

Ɉɯ,.#4+ɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯȹ5ÐÌÕÕÈȺ 

Ɉɯ($ɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯȹ2ÌÎÖÝÐÈȮɯ,ÈËÙÐËȺ 

Ɉɯ)ÈÊÖÉÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯȹ!ÙÌÔÌÕȺ 

This was their 5th visit to ISL.   

 

 

 

 
 

University / College Acceptances 2017  

Unconditional (Global)  

Bocconi University (ITA)  

Brown University (USA)  

George Washington University (USA)  

Hofstra University (USA)  

Lewis and Clark College (USA) 

Loyola Marymount University (USA)  

Otis College of Art and Design (USA) 

Savannah College of Art and Design (USA) 

Suffolk University (USA)  

University of Amsterdam (NED)  

University of California, San Diego (USA)  

University of Hull (UK)  

University of Pennsylvania (USA)  

University of Pittsburgh (USA)  

University o f Toronto (Canada) 

University of Virginia (USA)  

University of Washington (USA)  

Washington State University (USA)  

 
Conditional (Rest of the World)  

ESCP Europe (FRA) 

Hong Kong Polytechnic University (HKG)  

Conditional (UK)  

Bishop Grosseteste University 

Bournemouth University  

Buckinghamshire New University  

City University of London  

Goldsmiths, University of London  

Imperial College London  

*ÐÕÎɀÚɯCollege London 

Lancaster University  

London Institute of Banking and Finance  

Middlesex University  

Oxford Brookes University  

Portsmouth University  

University College London  

University of Aberdeen  

University of Bedfordshire  

University of East Anglia  

University of Edinburgh  

University of Hull  

University of Kingston  

University of Leeds  

University of Lincoln  

University of Liverpool  
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McGill University (CAN)  

University of Toronto, Rotman School of Business (CAN) 

University of Waterloo (CAN)  

 

University of London, Queen Mary  

University of London, Royal Holloway  

University of Middlesex  

University of Newcastle  

Univer sity of Northampton  

University of Oxford  

University of Portsmouth  

University of Southampton  

University of St. Andrews  

University of Strathclyde  

University of Suffolk  

University of York  
 

A Mother Tongue Story  
 

One of the most heartbreaking experiences of my life was when I returned to the city where I 

was born as a married adult, not having been there since the age of four, to discover that it was 

not really the home that for years I had dreamed of. In the summer of 1989, already an 

 ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯ"áÌÊÏɯÐÔÔÐÎÙÈÕÛɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÌËɯȿÏÖÔÌɀȭɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÌÕÖÙÔÖÜÚÓàɯÌßÊÐÛÌËɯÛÖɯ

finally have a chance to visit. I found Prague to be breathtakingly beautiful and eagerly took 

every opportunity I could ÛÖɯÛÈÓÒɯÛÖɯȿÔàɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀɯÈÕËɯÛÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚȭɯɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯÝÌÙàɯ

ØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÊÈÓÚɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÔÌɯÈÚɯÈɯ"áÌÊÏɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÓÈÜÎÏÌËɯÈÛɯÔàɯȿÉÈÉàɀɯ"áÌÊÏɯ

language. I was often asked if I was from Moravia or maybe Austria.   
 

 ÚɯÈɯɁ3ÏÐÙËɯ"ÜÓÛÜÙÌɯ*ÐËɂɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÍÌÓÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÙɯÐÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯ

country we inhabited, always telling myself that deep down I was a Czech, 

who as a result of being a political immigrant had been involuntarily 

ȿÌÔÐÎÙÈÛÌËɀɯÍÙÖÔɯÔàɯÏÖÔÌÓÈÕËȭɯ-ÖÞɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÍÈÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÏÈd lost 

my Czechness, and the proof was in the fact that Czechs considered me a 

foreigner; to them I no longer spoke the same Czech language as they did.  

Even though at home with my parents and sister we steadfastly spoke only 

Czech my whole life, my entire education had been in English and 

&ÌÙÔÈÕȭɯ-ÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯËÐËɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÍÈÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÓÐÛàɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÉÌÓÖÕÎɯ

ÏÌÙÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÙÜÓàɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÛÏÌɯ"áÌÊÏɯÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȮɯÈɯÚÒÐÓÓɯ(ɯÏÈËɯ

in my heart been very proud of until now.  
 

I was a textbook case oÍɯȿÚÜÉÛÙÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÉÐÓÐÕÎÜÈÓÐÚÔȭɀɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÈɯÊÏÐÓËɯÚÛÈÙÛÚɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÈɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯ

language than the one spoken at home with parents, their home language stops developing the same way as the 

language used for academics. Compared to children who start school in their mother tongue, younger learners of a 

new academic language often have difficulties with their identity and sense of self, tendencies that can sometimes 

manifest in behavior problems or attachment difficulties.  
 

!ÜÛɯÏÈÚÕɀÛɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜÕÎɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÓÌÈÙÕɯ

languages fast with immersion? What could be bad about exposing 

them to new cultures and teaching them in a new language from a 

young age?  While it is true that younger children generall y learn 

languages faster than older students and adults, is faster the best gauge 

of better?  Or, is it because they have less vocabulary, academic content 

and language complexity to contend with?  Certainly it is vital to teach 

languages to younger childr en, who can often learn to speak with 

unaccented brilliance and early fluency. Learning multiple languages is 

also beneficial for brain development as well as for learning many other subjects and skills, 

and multilingualism is directly correlated with inte rnationalism and multi -cultural 

ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÌÈÚÌȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÞÈàɯÚÏÌËɯËÖÜÉÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈɯ

By Veronika Kozel              

EAL Coordinator  



April 10, 2017                                     Volume 1: Issue 3 

13 | P a g e 

 

second and third language, however in light of ever increasing research in this field, there is 

mounting evidence that maintaining the mother tongue at the same academic level as the new 

language, is a better model for ensuring that a child will be truly academically and 

functionally bilingual - instead of like in my case described above - bilingual only socially but 

monolingual in acÈËÌÔÐÊȮɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓɯȿÈËÜÓÛɀɯÚÌÛÛÐÕÎÚȭ  

 
 

 

What then is the best way to help students who are learning a new language academically 

to not lose their home language in the process, and grow up to be equally functional in all 

settings? The best environment to ensure that home language is maintained while learning a 

second language is where both languages are used in school in an academic way. In the 

coming school year, ISL is planning on implementing such a program in Pre3, Pre4, 

Kinder garten and Grade 1. This is called a Ɂ,ÖÛÏÌÙɯ3ÖÕÎÜÌɯ2Ü××ÖÙÛɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɂȮ and is rapidly 

becoming a key feature of many international schools. 
 

¶ Students will continue to learn all their 

academic subjects in English as they do 

now  

¶ Families will select their Mother Tongue 

- either Latvian or Russian for each child 

¶ Students will attend Mother Tongue 

lessons each week where they will 

discuss all the academic concepts in 

literacy, numeracy and units of inquiry 

that they are studying in their regular 

class. 

¶ Students whose home language is 

English will begin study of Latvian 

culture and language. 

¶ SÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯ ÞÏÖÚÌɯ ÏÖÔÌɯ ÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯ ÐÚÕɀÛɯ

Latvian, Russian or English will attend 

small group EAL (English as an Additional 

Language) class. The Mother Tongue 

Coordinator will work with these families 

individually to find ways to support their 

home language academically.  

¶ Many of the skills that students are 

learning in either class will spill over to the 

other, for example learning how to read, 

write, discuss, think, explain, imagine, 

visualize etc.  

 

 

The New LYNX Logo  
 

At the beginning of this year ISL conducted a survey between 

students and staff members to choose a new logo for our LYNX . 

The LYNX is our school mascot  that brings luck and cheers our 

sports teams when traveling or hosting sport activities at ISL.  
 

To find the logo that really will represent ISL and its spirit, grade 

10 students were asked to create a design during their Design and Technology class with Mr. 

Olive. All submitted pieces were compiled and sent to students and staff to vote for. The most 

votes were given to one particular piece which at the end won the competition and became an 

official ISL LYNX logo . The author of this logo is Guan from grade 10. Thank you, Guan!  
 

The lynx was chosen to represent ISL many years ago because lynx is the largest and the only 

wild species of cats in Latvia and it seemed strong enough to compete with wolves, tigers and 

bears from other International schools.  










